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Abstract

COVID-19,asapandemic,isimpactinginstitutionsaroundtheworld.Itsscopeand
economicdimensionsmeanthatitposesamajorthreattowardsachievingtheUnited
Nations (UN)Sustainable DevelopmentGoals (SDGs).In this regard,this paper
discussedhow thecoronaviruspandemichaveimpactedtheSDGsandaffectedtheir
implementation.Theseimpactsarefeltthrougheconomicrecession,thenumberof
peoplethrownintopoverty,increaseintherateofunemployment,nationalhealthrisk
among others.Itisin line with these pointsthatthisstudysetoutto examine
sustainabledevelopmentissuesinNigeria,COVID-19anditsimpactsonsustainable
development,sincemanynationsseem tobefallingbehindinmeetingtheSDGs’
targets.Thispaperfurtherdiscussedtherolesofresearchersinachievingsustainable
developmentintheCOVID-19era.Oneoftheseroleswasthatresearchersshould
investigatetheeconomicimpactsofthepandemicinordertofindouthowtoovercome
thenegativeeconomicimpactsofthevirus.Also,Africanresearchersandscholars
mustnotoverrelyonthecoronavirusvaccinefrom theWest.ThereisnowayAfrican
societywillbedevelopedbyforeignresearcherswiththeirforeignthoughtsystem.It
wasconcludedthattheimpactsofCOVID-19pandemiconsustainabledevelopmentin
Nigeriahadnegativesocio-economicconsequencesforthecountry.
Keywords:COVID-19,Impacts,SustainableDevelopment,ResearchersandRoles
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Introduction

Sustainabledevelopmenthasbeendefinedinmanywaysbydifferentscholars

butthemostcommonlyandfrequentlyquoteddefinitionisfrom OurCommonFuture,

alsoknownastheBrundtlandReport.Thedefinitionwascoinedinanefforttolinkthe

issuesofeconomicdevelopmentandenvironmentalstabilitybyemphasizingonthe

importanceofintergenerationalequity.From thereport,itmeansthedevelopmentthat

meetstheneedsofthepresentwithoutcompromisingtheabilityoffuturegenerations

tomeettheirownneeds(UnitedNationsGeneralAssembly,1987).Thisconceptof

sustainable developmentaccording to Emas (2015)aims to maintain economic

advancementandprogresswhileprotectingthelong-term valueoftheenvironment.

This provides the framework for the integration of environment policies and

developmentstrategies.

From theabove,theconceptofconservingresourcesforfuturegenerationisone

ofthemajorfeaturesthatdistinguishsustainabledevelopmentpolicyfrom traditional

environmentpolicywhichalsoseekstointernalisetheexternalitiesofenvironmental

degradation(Obilom,UchaandGoshwe,2019).To thisextent,theoverallgoalof

sustainable development is to integrate and focus on social,economic and

environmentalfactorwhich is to achieve long-term stabilityofthe economyand

environment.Thisisonlyachievablethroughtheintegrationandsocio-economicand

environmentconcernsthroughoutthedecisionmakingprocessacrosstheglobesince

thegoalsandtargetsofsustainabledevelopmentgoals(SDGs)areuniversal.

However,achievingsustainabledevelopmenthasbeenmorechallengingdueto

the eruption of COVID-19 “insurgency”. Though COVID-19 has created some

opportunitiesbut,therearesignsthattheimpactsofCOVID-19ontheglobaleconomy

willbemoreintenseandlong-lastingthanthosefeltduringthe2008–2009global
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financialcrises(BehraveshandRocha,2020).Inotherwords,theseimpactsposea

seriousthreattothedevelopmentprospectsoflessindustrialisednationsandtothe

realizationoftheUNSDGsby2030.

SustainableDevelopmentIssuesinNigeria

Nigeria,likeotherAfricancountries,isendowedwithhugehumanandnatural

resourcesaswellasgreatcultural,ecologicalandeconomicdiversity.However,the

countrystillstruggleswithmuchdevelopmentalissues.Thishasbeenthenatureof

developmentinmanypartsofAfricasincethecontinenthasremainedretarded,poor

andlaggedbehindotherregionsintheworld(Mohammad,2012).SirleafandRadelet

(2008)noted thatthepastthreedecadeshavebeen disastrousformostAfrican

countries(Nigeriainclusive)becausetheycontinuetobeboggedbypovertywhereasits

counterpartindevelopmentrating,suchasAsia,recordedthefastestgrowthratesand

reductionsinpovertyinthehistoryoftheworld.

Inviewoftheabove,onemajorissue,amongothers,thatengenderssustainable

developmentinNigeriaiscriticalpoverty.Thisoccurswhenthecitizensaresuffering

from economicdeprivationandinadequateresourcesbasedondenialofchoicesand

opportunitieswhich isa violation ofhuman dignity(UN,2010).Thisishappening

becauseNigeria’spercapitalincomeisdrasticallylowdespitethenation’sendowment

withcrudeoilandsolidminerals.ThismakesNigeriantowallow inabjectpenury

(Aremu,2020).Tothisextent,Ayadike,EmehandUkah(2012)positedthatNigeriais

one ofthe poorestcountries in the world and has one ofthe highestrates of

unemploymentinsub-SaharanAfrica.Inessence,povertyisasocialdimensionthatis

centraltotheconceptofsustainabledevelopment.Itdeservesattentioninitsownright.

Thisisbecausewhereanationisecologicallyrichbutalargenumbersofitspeoplelive
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in povertyoris suffering from povertyofmind,such a nation is definitelynot

sustainable.

Badorineptleadershipconstitutesmajorobstacle,notonlytoNigeriabut,to

Africa’s development.The discourse on the delicate future ofNigeria is strictly

connectedtothefailureofleadership(Joseph,DavidandKikelomo,2016).Commenting

ontheexperienceoftheNigeriannation,therenownednovelist,ChinuaAchebe(1984),

insistedthattherootcauseoftheNigerianpredicamentshouldbelaidsquarelyatthe

footofbadleadership.ThisAchebefurtherarguesin“ThetroublewithNigeria”when

thisnovelistreiteratedthatnothingiswrongwiththeNigerianland,climate,waterand

airoranythingelse.Accordingtothisrenownedwriter,theNigeria’sproblem isthe

inabilityofitsleaderstorisetotheirresponsibility.Inaword,theleadershipofthe

countryhasfailedtoprovidethekindofleadershipwhichisneededtoimprovethelotof

themasses.Insupportofthis,Prah(2009)furtherarguedthat:

The African post-colonialelites have consistently
failed to provide the sortofleadership which is
neededtoimprovethequalityoflifeoftheteeming
masses of African humanity. Contestation for
resourcesandrecoursetoethnicmobilizationinstead
ofclearideologicalpositioning reducespoliticsto
egotisticalgrandstandingandphilosophicallybarren
personallyrivalries.Thishasbeenthestock-in-trade
ofourpoliticalelite;poweratallcostintheabsence
ofsanctionshasspawnedacultureofimpunityand
theabsenceofpoliticalhygiene(13-14).

Anotherhugehindrancetosustainabledevelopmentiscorruptionsuchasgreed

duetopoormoralfibreamongthepoliticalleaderswhoembezzleandmisappropriate

publicfunds.Theyengageincheating,bribery,forgery,impersonation,rigging,hoarding

ofvoters’cards,multiplevoters’registration,etc.whichallhaveconstitutedahuge

impedimenttodevelopmentinNigeria(Dagaci2009).Corruptionisoneofthegreatest
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threatstodevelopment.Itisasocialproblem whichhampersdevelopmentandrobs

people ofthe chances forany significanteconomic growth as wellas social

advancement(Okeyim,EjueandEkanem 2013).

Sustainabledevelopmenthasalso been preached with littleachievementin

Nigeriaduetoviolenceofvariousformssuchaspoliticalviolence,ethnicandreligious

violenceandyouthviolenceamongothers. Tobesure,politicalviolencenegates

peacefulcoexistence,lawandorder.Itmilitatesagainsttheconsolidationofdemocracy

andsocialcoexistence.Thisinturnimpactonthesocialandeconomicwellbeingofthe

nationandcreatesimbalancesinsocialrelations(Theophilus,Nnorom andTargba,

2013).Inotherwords,violenceandespeciallypoliticalviolencedoesnotonlyrepresent

adisturbancemovementtothepoliticalequilibrium andpeacefulco-existenceofthe

system butalsoretardnationaldevelopmentbyalsodestroyingpoliticalcultureofsuch

country.

Furthermore,goalfouroftheseventeenSDGscentersoneducation.Thisgoal

emphasisedoninclusiveequitablequalityeducationwhichpromoteslifelonglearning

opportunitiesforall.Thisgoalalsounderlinesthatimprovingthequalityofeducationas

wellasthequantityisessentialtosustainabledevelopment.Unfortunately,Nigeria’s

educationsystem isburdenedwithaseriesofproblemswhichhavebeenthreatening

thequalityofitseducationsystem.Tobesure,ithasbeenobservedthatnobudgetary

allocationforeducationhasreached25% inanyyearasagainsttherecommended

globalstandardsof26%(UNESCO,2005).Withthis,Nigeriahasnotbeenappropriating

adequatefundfortheprovisionofqualityeducation.Assuch,thecountryisgrooming

itshumanresourceworkforceunderunacceptableteachingandlearningenvironments.

Theconsequenceofthisonnationaldevelopmentisgrievousastheproductsofthe
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countrieseducationalsystemswillofferwhattheygainedfrom exposuretoeducation

thatlacksquality(Ekpo,2014).

In summary,one can affirm from the above thatconceptofsustainable

developmentinNigeriaisanillusion(WilliamsandShehu,2019).Thisisbecausethe

country is overwhelmed by problems such as criticalpoverty,ineptleadership,

corruption,securitychallenges,the problem ofproviding qualityeducation due to

inadequatefunding,poormoralvalues,politicaland ethno-religiousviolencesince

accordingtoMatlou(2009)manyAfricannationshavefailedtounitebeingtornapartby

ethnicandotherconflictswhichareallfactorshinderingsustainabledevelopment.Yet,

thewilland abilityto dealwiththesegermaneissuesarenotvisibledueto the

institutionalisationofcorruption,lowpoliticalwillandweakinstitutionalcapacities.

COVID-19andItsImpactsonSustainableDevelopment:theNigerianExperience
AfterspreadingthroughEastAsia,EuropeandNorthAmericainearly2020,the

COVID-19globalpandemicstartedaffectingcountriesinAfricaandLatinAmerica.With

thelargestpopulationinSub-SaharanAfricaandtradelinkswithinAfricaandtherestof

theworld,itseemedinevitablethatthepandemicwouldeventuallyreachNigeria.Inlate

February2020,Nigeriarecordedthesubcontinent’sfirstconfirmedcase,afterwhichit

begantospreadthroughLagos,OgunandtheFederalCapitalTerritory(FCT)areaof

Abuja(OnyekwenaandMma,2020).Thesuddenonsetofthepandemicimposed

significantsustainableeconomiccostson Nigeria’spopulation (Andam,Edeh and

Thurlow,2020).Thesearefeltthrougheconomicrecession,thehighnumberofpeople

thrownintopovertyandhunger,publichealthrisk,andlockdownofschoolscompletely

amongothers.

Sequeltotheabove,economiccrisesareoftencausedbymarketfailure,external

tradeandpriceshocks,politicalinstabilityandcivilunrestamongothers.Although
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economicrecessionisnotnewtoNigeriabutnoonecouldhavethoughtthatcrisesin

publichealthcouldigniteaneconomiccrisis.AccordingtoOzili(2020)whatmadethe

2020economiccrisisdifferentinNigeriawasthatmosteconomicagents,whocould

havehelpedtorevivetheeconomy,wereunabletoengageineconomicactivitiesdueto

fearofcontractingtheCOVID-19disease.Also,economicagentsdidnotengagein

economicactivitieswhenthegovernmentimposedandenforceditssocialdistancing

rulesandmovementlockdowninAbuja,LagosandOgunstatesonthe30thMarchof

2020.Tothisextent,thepandemicaffectedNigeriaGrossDomesticProduction(GDP)

asseeninthetablebelow:

Table1Theactual2019andprojected2020aggregatesrealGDP/growthrates

ACTUAL2019REALGDP PROJECTED2020REALGDP

Value

(₦Million)

Growth

Rate

Value

(₦Million)

Growth

Rate

Quarter1 16,384,063.26 2.08 16,769,469.09 2.35

Quarter2 16,892,756.91 2.12 16,951,139.99 0.35

Quarter3 18,459,494.59 2.28 16,760,748.54 ─9.20

Quarter4 19,488,576.88 2.55 18,260,026.88 ─6.30

Annualized 71,224,891.64 2.27 68,741,384.50 ─3.49

Adaptedfrom OlusanyaandAhamuefula(2020)

Asseenfrom thetable1,thefirstquarteroftheyear2020asaresultofthe

outbreakofthevirusissaidtobirththedrasticdecreasefrom 2.35to0.35inthe

secondquarterandunanimouslyfrom 0.35to─9.20inthethirdquarterandtofourth

quarterin─6.3.ThisshowsthenegativeimpactoftheCOVID-19pandemiconthe

economy.
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Duetoeconomicrecession,thepandemicpushedpeopleintoextremepoverty

whichdoesnotonlymeanstheinabilitytohaveaccesstomaterialresources,but

includelackofaccesstoeducation,healthservices,inabilitytotakepartintheprocess

ofeducationmakingandexposuretoexternalcircumstance(Ka’oje,2020).About5

millionNigeriansareprojectedtobepushedintopovertybecauseofCOVID-19anddue

toassociatedmobilityrestrictionsandlockdownmeasures(WorldBank,2020a;IMF,

2020).Disruptionsindomesticeconomicactivitiesandinternationalfoodmarketsalso

affectfoodsecurityofNigerianhouseholdsduetoCOVID-19.Nationalandstate-level

restrictionsandlockdownsaffectedfoodtransportationwithinthecountry,withclear

implicationsonfoodsupplyand,consequently,onfoodprices.Thisisexpectedto

generate significant repercussions on food scarcity,particularly in poorer and

vulnerableurbanhouseholds(Ericksenetal.,2010).Thishasmadecitizenstobarelyfeed

ascomparedtothepre-pandemicoutbreak.

ThefailingintheNigeria’spublichealthsectormadeitdifficultforNigeriato

copewiththefast-spreadingofthevirus,giventheweakstateofthehealthcaresystem.

Localdrugmanufacturerscouldnotmanufacturedrugsthatcouldtemporarilysuppress

coronavirus in infected patients because most of the active pharmaceutical

ingredients(APIs)usedtomanufacturesuppressantdrugscouldnolongerbeimported

becauseChinahad shutdownitsfactoriesand closed itsbordersto controlthe

coronaviruspandemicthatwasravagingChinaatthetime(Ozili,2020).Manyclinical

activitieswerereducedorhaltedinordertocontrolCOVID-19transmission(Ajisegiri,

Odusanya and Jishi,2020).More so,there were numerouscomplaintsaboutthe

shortagesofpersonalprotectiveequipmentandventilatorsneededtocombatCOVID-

19(WorldEconomicForum,2020).ThisisfurthercompoundedwithreportedCOVID-19
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infectionamonghealthcareworkersasaresultofoccupationalexposures(Abu-bashal,

2020).

COVID-19crisisalsohasanuntoldimpactoneducation.This,Nigeriawitnessed

throughindefiniteandirregularlock-downsthroughoutthecountry.Duringthisperiod,

almostallstudentsthroughoutalllevelsofeducationallearninghadnoaccessto

teaching and learning.Thisfurtherexposed thecracksinthecountry’seducation

system duetoinadequatedigitaltechnologiesandinfrastructureswhichcouldhave

beenusedtofacilitatemobileanddigitallearningduringthecrisis.Althoughsome

institutionsoflearningclaimedtohavemovedtoonlinelearningbut,therealityisthat

onlinelearningwillbeeasierforthosewithinternetaccessandwillexcludelarge

groupsofdisadvantagedlearners,especiallythoseinruralareaswhomayhaveno

accesstoelectricity,smart-phones,andavailabilityofinternet.Tothisextent,itissafe

toarguethatrurallearnersaredeprivedofusefulinformationandeducationwhichare

essentialforself-developmentduringtheCOVID-19crisis.Thispropositionissuccinctly

supportedbyDube(2020)asreiteratedintheexcerptbelowthat:

COVID-19andtheimplementationofonlinelearning
havemagnifiedthechallengesfacedbyrurallearners.
Rurallearners are deprived ofusefulinformation,
education and skills, which are essential for
communitydevelopment,self-developmentandthe
fightagainstCOVID-19…“ruralschoolscertainlyhave
problems peculiarto them;predicaments which
requiresystemiceffort… Ruralareasalreadyface
tremendousbarrierstohighlearnerattainmentand
operateinlessthanfavourablepolicyenvironments
(140)”.

From theforegoing,itisevidentthatthepandemicjeopardisedtheachievement

oftheinternationallyagreedSustainableDevelopmentGoals(SDGs)inNigeria.Yet,

researchershavecrucialrolestoplayinachievingsustainabledevelopmentduringand

aftertheCOVID-19pandemic.Thenextsectionofthisresearchexaminesthesecrucial
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roles.

Researchers’RolesinAchievingSustainableDevelopmentintheCOVID-19Era

COVID-19hasposedaseverethreattoglobaleconomy,healthylivesandwell

beingofmillionsofpeoplearoundtheworld.InthewordsofPanandZhang(2020),itis

aglobalpandemicthatsharesthefacetsofcomplexity,uncertainty,andevaluationthat

characterisegrandchallenges,andovercomingsuchaglobalpandemicwillrequire

concertedresearchandsustainedcontributionsfrom researchers.Thisisbecauseitis

notdebatablethatdevelopmentofanynation dependson research.Furthermore,

Research and developmentare complimentary in achieving growth in economy,

knowledgeadvancement,bettermethodsandreliabledecisionmaking(Offor,2017).

Researchers should respond rapidly and effectively to such an emerging

pathogen.A keyissue forresearchers is to help policymakers understand the

pathophysiologyand historicalpictureofthevirus.Researchersshould encourage

individualstopracticeeverydaypreventionmeasures,suchasfrequenthandwashing,

andcoveringcoughsandsneezes.Theyshouldalsoinvestigatethepotentialeconomic

impactsofCOVID-19onlocalandglobalfinancialmarketsthroughtheimpactof

mitigatingmeasuresinordertosuggestsolution(s)astohowtoovercomethenegative

economicimpactsofthecrisis.Despiteprogressmadebywesternresearchersand

scientists,Nigerianandindeed,Africanscholarsmustnotoverrelyonthecoronavirus

vaccinefrom theWest.ThereisnowayAfricansocietywillbedevelopedbyforeign

researcherswiththeirforeignthoughtsystem.

Conclusions

ThisresearchwasonsustainabledevelopmentintheCOVID-19era.Itdiscussed

somesustainabledevelopmentissuesinNigeriaasitpertainedtobadleadership,

politicalviolence,andqualityeducationamongothers.Itfurtherdiscussedtheimpacts
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ofCOVID-19pandemiconsustainabledevelopmentinNigeriathroughthelockdown

restrictions which had negative socioeconomic consequences forthe countryas

experiencedthrougheconomicrecession,extremepovertyandhungeramongothers.

Moreimportantly,thisresearchdiscussedNigerianandAfricanresearchers’rolesin

achievingsustainabledevelopmentintheCOVID-19era.

Recommendations

1.Researchers and educationists should work on curriculum modification

procedures thatcould enhance sustainable developmentespecially during

pandemicordisasterperiods.

2.Wemustbereadytoaddresstheproblem ofbadleadership,corruption,poverty

andbadpoliciesbecausethesefactorsaredirectlyandindirectlythebanesof

underdevelopmentinNigeria,andindeed,Africa.
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